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But the passions of the Restoration Parlia-
ment were too heated for wise counsel. The
members were set upon a violent reaction,
and since they were resolved to maintain the
political attitude of the Long Parliament
the only sphere in which they could revert
to the model of the past was the ecclesiastical,
They outdid Laufl in severity, and the
severity was the work neither of King nor
bishops but of the Commons, who faithfully
expressed what was for the time the mind
of the nation. The tyranny of the Common-
wealth, its government by major-generalsy
its failure in all respects save foreign policy,
had exasperated the English people, and
Charles I., who had truly been a martyr for
his Church, since he could have turned the
scale and recovered his position had he
been willing to abandon it in favour of either
the Presbyterian or the Independent system^
had risen to be a popular hero. He had lost
Ms life because he would not sacrifice his
Church, and men were quite in earnest when
they dedicated churches to " King Charles
the Martyr." And with enthusiasm for the
King went eager acceptance of his archbishop's
teaching. It was a Laudian generation-
That scheme of faith, Arminian and Anglo-
Catholic, was inculcated with massive learning